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BEFORE THE NATIONAL GREEN TRIBUNAL
PRINCIPAL BENCH, NEW DELHI

ORIGINAL APPLICATION NO. 177 OF 2022
(Under Section 18(1) read with Sections 14 and 15 of the National
Green Tribunal Act, 2010)

IN THE MATTER OF:

ABHIST KUSUM GUPTA ... APPLICANT
VERSUS

STATE OF UTTAR PRADESH

AND ORS. ... RESPONDENTS

ACTION PLAN ON BEHALF OF YAMUNA EXPRESSWAY
INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY/ RESPONDENT
NO. 10

MOST RESPECTFULLY SHOWETH:

1. That the present Original Application (“0.A.”) seeks directions for
conservation, management, rejuvenation and removal of alleged
encroachment over water bodies/ponds in the District of Gautam

Buddha Nagar, Uttar Pradesh.

A. BACKGROUND OF THE MATTER

2. Vide order dated April 08, 2022, this L.d. Tribunal constituted a Joint
Committee comprising concerned officers of the state
administration and directed the Joint Committee to submit a factual

and action taken report in respect of water bodies included in the list

annexed to the O.A as Annexure A-6 [pg. 58-111 of the O.A.].

3. On August 04, 2022, the Joint Committee submitted its findings and

report dated August 02, 2022 to this Ld. Tribunal (“Joint
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Committee Report”). At the hearing held on September 06, 2022,
the Tribunal took note of the Joint Committee Report and observed
that:

3.1. The Joint Committee sought reports only from the revenue
authorities, and that status of all the ponds were not verified
individually;

3.2. There is no mention regarding the measures taken for

conservation and restoration of ponds.

Having regard to the facts of the case, this Ld. Tribunal decided to
implead Yamuna Expressway Industrial Development Authority
(“YEIDA/ the Authority”) as well as Uttar Pradesh State Ground
Water Department and Greater Noida Industrial Development

Authority.

. After being impleaded, YEIDA, represented by its counsels and
higher officials, appeared before this Ld. Tribunal on October 12,
2022, February 08, 2023, October 12, 2023, January 18, 2024 and
March 19, 2024. YEIDA informed the Ld. Tribunal about the
proactive measures undertaken by it to conserve, rejuvenate, and
restore ponds, within its jurisdiction. Additionally, YEIDA
emphasized on the significance of preserving water bodies and
expressed its commitment to this cause. YEIDA assured the Ld.
Tribunal of its full cooperation and acknowledged the gravity and

importance of the proceedings at hand.

. Vide its orders dated October 12, 2022, February 08, 2023, October
12, 2023, and January 18, 2024, this Ld. Tribunal directed YEIDA

and other authorities to file a reply and action taken report(s). In due
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compliance with the said orders, YEIDA filed detailed action taken
reports on January 11, 2023 (“First Report”), May 30, 2023
(“Second Report”), January 15, 2024 (“Third Report”) and March
12, 2024 (“Fourth and Common Report”). In these reports,

YEIDA had submitted:

5.1. The status of ponds falling withing its jurisdiction;

5.2. Information on action taken by it for conservation,
rejuvenation, restoration, and removal of alleged
encroachments over the water bodies.

5.3. In addition to detailed information, YEIDA provided
supporting documents and photographs that showcase the

concerted efforts undertaken by it.

. YEIDA s filing the present action plan (“Action Plan”) in

compliance of this Ld. Tribunal’s order dated March 19, 2024,

. Vide order dated March 19, 2024 this Ld. Tribunal direct the
YEIDA to file the Action Plan “in tabular format with all relevant
particulars indicating the name of the pond/wetland, status
regarding encroachment, rejuvenation/rehabilitation measures
taken/to be undertaken, timeline for the activities to be carried out
with budgetary estimates, the executing agency and the monitoring

mechanism.”



1296 %

B. ACTION PLAN BY YEIDA

10.

1.

At the outset, it is stated that YEIDA is committed to the cause of
ponds conservation. YEIDA’s commitment is evident through
various actions and initiatives demonstrated below. It regularly
maintains and monitors the conditions of the ponds within its

jurisdiction.

YEIDA also recognizes the significance of the present proceedings.
By adhering to the Tribunal’s orders and taking substantial
measures, YEIDA aims to contribute positively to the preservation

of these valuable natural resources.

In compliance with the L.d. Tribunal’s order dated March 19, 2024,

YFEIDA is submitting the required information in two parts:

10.1. a list of ponds whose rejuvenation work is currently in
progress; and
10.2. a list of ponds for which an action plan has been prepared by

the Authorty.

YEIDA submits that 1t has already completed the rejuvenation work

of 31 ponds (35 ponds Khasra-wise) within its jurisdiction.

YEIDA further submits that there are currently 12 ponds (14 ponds
Khasra-wise) where the rejuvenation work is ongoing. A tabular list
of the said 12 ponds, containing the following detailed information,
is annexed herein as Annexure Al.

i.  Name of village;

i1.  Khasra number;
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1v.

V1.
VI,
Viil.

1X.

X1.
Xii.
X111,

X1V.
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Number of ponds in the village;

Number of ponds (Khasra wise);
Estimate status of work;

E-Tender process;

Tender awarded on;

Work commenced on;

Name of the firm tender awarded;

Work done for rejuvenation of pond;
Proposed work for rejuvenation of the pond;
Estimated Cost;

Expected date of completion of work; and

State of encroachment.

13. YEIDA is also submitting an action plan for the remaining ponds,

with comprehensive details provided in the following tabular

format:

il.

iil.

1v.

vi.

vil.

viil,

1X.

X1.

XIl.

Name of village;

Khasra number;

Number of ponds in the village;
Number of ponds (Khasra wise);
Estimate status of work;

E-Tender process;

Tender awarded on;

Work commenced on;

Work done for rejuvenation of pond;
Proposed work for rejuvenation of the pond;
Estimated Cost;

Expected date of completion of work; and
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xiil. State of encroachment.

A copy of the list of ponds, along with detailed information
including action plan in tabular form, is annexed herein as

Annexure A2.

Rejuvenation and Conservation Efforts

14. YEIDA is undertaking a range of measures for the restoration,

15,

16.

cleaning, rejuvenation, and beautification of ponds. These measures
include the dewatering of ponds, excavation of sludge, construction
of chambers, and installation of chain-link fencing. These steps will
not only enhance the ecological balance but also improve the

aesthetic appeal of the surrounding areas.

During the 2023-2024 session, YEIDA successfully completed the
rejuvenation work of 31 ponds (35 Khasra-wise). These rejuvenated
ponds are important for environmental sustainability and water

management in the region.

Currently, the restoration work is in progress for the following 12

ponds (14 Khasra-wise).
S. No. | Village Khasra | Total no.| Estimated |
Name No. of ponds | cost (INR
in lakhs)
1. | Salarpur 576 1 14.54
2. | Dankaur 1143Kha |1 10.64
3. | Accehja 227 1 14.66
Bujurg
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4. | Kadarpur 299 1 9.13
5. | Rustampur 198 1 20.45
6. | Accheypur 339 | 23.66
7. | Mohammadp | 202 1 32.90
ur Jadaun 205
403
8. | Dugli 263 1 22.09
9. | Sabota 239 1 10.55
Mustafabad
10. | Jewar Bangar | 1955 1 41.38
1956 |
11. | Dayorar 299 1 20.07
12. | Ahmadpur 408 1 40.96
Charoli 883 32.14
Total 12 293.17

Out of these 12 ponds, 11 are completely free from encroachment,
ensuring unobstructed progress of work. YEIDA has allocated and
invested approximately Rs. 2,93,17,000/- (Rupees Two Crores
Ninety-Three Lakhs Seventeen Thousand) for the ongoing
rejuvenation efforts. The work for rejuvenation has been allotted to

different firms through a tender process.

YEIDA has also prepared an action plan to rejuvenate 155 ponds
within its jurisdiction. As detailed in the action plan (Annexure -
A2), the proposed rejuvenation and restoration work will require an

estimated total investment of approx. INR 35,64,85,000/- (Rupees
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Thirty-Five Crores Sixty-Four Lakhs Eighty-Five Thousand). The
said action plan has been prepared with the aim of water

conservation, local water management, and environmental stability.

As mentioned earlier, work has already commenced on some of
these ponds. The rejuvenation efforts for the remaining ponds are
scheduled to begin in August 2024. The majority of the said 155
ponds are free from encroachment, ensuring unobstructed progress

of work.

YEIDA submits that it has already issued 41 tenders for the
rejuvenation and restoration of 51 ponds. The tender process is
expected to be completed by the end of July 2024, after which the
rejuvenation work will commence. A list of the 41 tenders issued by

YEIDA is annexed herein as Annexure A3.

Monitoring and Maintenance

21.

22.

YEIDA has also worked out a monitoring mechanism, involving
regular inspections and maintenance schedules, to ensure the

sustainability of its conservation efforts.

YEIDA has engaged two organizations for the monitoring of the
rejuvenation efforts: the Wheels Global Foundation (“WGF”) and
M/s Elites India Private Limited. YEIDA has engaged WGF for
monitoring the rejuvenation of 22 ponds (25 Khasra-wise) and M/s
Elites India Private Limited for the monitoring of &1 ponds (173

Khasra-wise).
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WGF, a globally known NGO, is dedicated to providing technology-
driven solutions for rural populations in six critical areas: Water,
Healthcare, Energy, Education, Livelihood, and Sustainability. M/s
Elites India Private Limited provides services in quality
management, third-party inspection, project management and
monitoring, documentation, and conservation. It also works with

various other public sector entities.

Community Involvement and Awareness

24,

In partnership with community and social organizations, YEIDA
has been actively working with various NGOs to address the
rejuvenation and restoration of water bodies [Ref: Fourth and
Common Report, Paras 40 to 51]. Currently, 22 ponds (25 Khasra-
wise) are being rejuvenated under this partnership. The
implementation of these partnerships is closely monitored by
YEIDA'’s senior officials to ensure the effective restoration of the

ponds.

Alternative waterbodies

25.

26.

Vide its government order dated June 03, 2016, the Uttar Pradesh
Government has directed that in case ponds/ water bodies are
acquired for development purposes, alternate water bodies of size
25% larger be excavated. [Ref: Fourth and Common Report, Page

61, Annexure A-7]

With regards to the substitution of 08 ponds admeasuring 2.1880
hectares acquired for Noida International Airport, YEIDA has
excavated 08 artificial ponds admeasuring 6.4115 hectares (293%

larger), more than twice the area of the 08 ponds acquired for
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development purposes, which is far in excess of the area prescribed

by the aforesaid government order. The details of the acquired ponds

and the substitution process is given below:

Details of ponds acquired for

Noida International Airport

Details of alternate water bodies/ ponds

S. | Village | Gata Area S. | Village | Khat | Gata Area (in | Status
No. No. (in No a No. | No. Hectares) | quo of
Hectare excava
$) tion
1. | Rohi 398 0.0630 | 1. | Akalpur | 239 |297 1.3590 | 1.1730 |
2. | Rohi 542Kha | 0.1900 | 2. |Falaida |647 | 746Kha | 2.5630 2.2695
Bangar
3. | Rohi 598 0.1900 | 3. | Taquipur | 338 | 236M | 0.0760 0.0760
Bangar
4. | Rohi 650 0.2400 |[4. | Taquipur | 336 |236M | 0.0410 0.0410
Bangar
5 Rohi 969 0.0890 |5 | Taquipur | 338 |237M | 0.0250 0.0250
Bangar
6. | Rohi 652 0.2530 | 6. | Taquipur | 336 | 242 1.0120 1.0120
Bangar
7. | Rohi 837 0.4550 | 7. | Taquipur | 338 | 246 1.0050 1.0050
Bangar
8. | Dayanat | 1454 0.7080 | 8. | Taquipur | 338 |277M | 0.2020 -
Pur Bangar
9. | Taquipur | 336 | 277M | 0.0540 -
Bangar
10. |In front | - 208/3, |- 0.8100
of Sector 212
19

Mirzapur
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Total 2.1880 Total 6.3370 '|6.4115 |
area (Hect.) area (Hect.) ‘ (Hect.) |
Encroachment

27.

28.

29.

YEIDA recognizes the significant impact of encroachments on the
preservation and rejuvenation of water bodies. Currently, 18 ponds
are affected by encroachment. To address this issue, YEIDA has
been actively working with the state authorities. The responsibility
for removing encroachments lies with the state authorities.
However, YEIDA has taken proactive measures to expedite this
process, demonstrating its commitment to environmental

conservation and regulatory compliance.

Vide its letter dated May 08, 2024, YEIDA informed the Sub-
Divisional Magistrate, Gautam Buddha Nagar, about the present
proceedings pending before the Ld. Tribunal. Further, YEIDA yet
again apprised the SDM about the ponds affected by encroachments
and requested appropriate measures be taken for the removal of
these encroachments. A copy of the YEIDA’s letter dated May 08,

2024 is annexed herein as Annexure A4.

YEIDA has continuously engaged with the state administration to
facilitate the swift removal of encroachments. Regular meetings and
communications have been issued to ensure that the relevant
authorities are well-informed of the urgency and importance of the
task. YEIDA has provided a detailed survey of encroachments,
assisting the state authorities in identifying and prioritizing the

affected areas. [Ref: Fourth and Common Report, Para 16]
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30. YEIDA understands thel ﬁgdrtance of the pond ecosystem in
Gautam Budh Nagar and acknowledges its responsibility for its
preservation. Basis the actions mentioned above, and the documents
annexed herein, it is humbly submitted that YEIDA is committed to
safeguarding wetlands and water bodies falling within its
jurisdiction. YEIDA is duly following the present proceedings and

has complied with the orders of this Tribunal.

31. It is, therefore, humbly prayed that the Tribunal may graciously be

pleased to take this reply and action plan report on record.

>

RESPONDENT NO. 10/ YAMUNA EXPRESSWAY INDUSTRIAL
DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY

THROUGH

J. SAGAR ASSOCIATES

ADVOCATES FOR THE RESPONDENT NO. 10
B-303, 3RD FLOOR, ANSAL PLAZA,

HUDCO PLACE, AUGUST KRANTI MARG

NEW DELHI 110049
+91-8700925031/+91-9634672416
pranav.tanwar@jsalaw.com/abhay.singh@jsalaw.com

DATE: JULY 2024
PLACE: NEW DELHI
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BEFORE THE NATIONAL GREEN TRIBUNAL
PRINCIPAL BENCH, NEW DELHI
Original Application No. 177 OF 2022

IN THE MATTER OF:
ABHIST KUSUM GUPTA
... APPLICANT
VERSUS
STATE OF UTTAR PRADESH AND ORS.
... RESPONDENTS

AFFIDAVIT

I, Sh. Shubham Pundeer, S/o Sh. Sarvajeet Singh, aged aboui 3Q_years,l:
being the Authorized Representative of Yamuna Expressway Industrial
Development Authority, having its office at First Floor, Commercial
Complex, P-2, Sector — Omega — I, Greater Noida, Gautam Budh Nagar,
Uttar Pradesh - 201309, presently at New Delhi, do hereby solemnly

declare on oath and state as under:

1. I am working as the Manager Project with the Yamuna Expressway
Industrial Development Authority. I am well conversant with the
facts and circumstance of the instant case, hence, am competent to
swear this affidavit.

2. The accompanying action plan has been drafted under instructions
of Yamuna Expressway Industrial Development Authority and 1
have read and understood the contents of the accompanying action

taken report.
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I say that the facts and submissions made therein are tru?and

correct. No part of it is false and nothing material has been

concealed therefrom.

VERIFICATION

16 JuL 2024

reoe Gt
2

DEPONENT

I, the deponent abovenamed, do hereby verify that the contents of the

foregoing affidavit are true and correct to the best of iny knowledge. No

part of it is false and nothing material has been concealed therefrom.

Verified at New Delhi on this  day of July, 2024.

Debaiyoti Behuria
Advocata
Regn. No. 19718
Period: 24/02/20
to 24/02{2025

Central Delhi

V6 JUL cues

ke et
LA —

DEPONENT

Aentified by ShrirSmt. VLA
s Solemnty affairngd befo
Agw Dalhi on as Sl N

Thad the Contants of the affidavit whic

bean read & explained to him
Cerrect to this knowledge.

1630 204

Nom
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a8 VAHUNA EXPRESSTWAY INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY

( U.P. GOVT. UNDERTAKING )

Ist FLOOR. COMMERCIAL COMPLEX, P-2 SECTOR OMEGA -1, GREATER NOIDA
DISTT GAUTAM BUDH NAGAR. ( UTTAR PRADESH )
PHONE : 0120-2385151, FAX 0120-2395150

Sign of Card HoMer

CODE NO.

NAME
DESIGNATION

. ADDRESS

VALID TILL

. 220
. SHUBHAM PUNDEER

MANAGER

: YAMUNA EXPRESSWAY

I.D. AUTHORITY OFFICE
GREATER NOIDA

: 01.04.2024
: 31.03.2025 \/

(asung Authorty
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Mahipal Rawat

From: Pranav Tanwar
Sent: 18 july 2024 10:38
To: sjimathews@gmail.com; shome@nic.in; up-env@gmail.com:

upstatewetlandauthority2018@gmail.com; chmn-cgwb@nic.in;
noida@noidaauthorityonline.com; dmgbn@nic.in; grievance@uppcb.com;
ceo@gnida.in; upgwd.in@gmail.com

Cc ' * Mahipal Rawat; Abhay Pratap Singh
Subject: RE: Action Plan {Fifth report) | G.A. NO. 177 OF 2022 [ABHIST KUSUM GUPTA v.
' STATE OF UTTAR PRADESH AND ORS.] | Yamuna Expressway Industrial
Development Authority
Attachments: Action Plan for YEIDA R-10.pdf

Respected Sir/Ma’am,

Pursuant to the Hon’ble National Green Tribunal’s order dated 19 March 2024 in G.A. No. 177 of 2022,
acting on behalf of Yamuna Expressway Industrial Development Authority/ Respondent No. 10 in the
captioned matter, we are filing our action plan/fifth report.

Please find the attached the action plan/fifth report in the captloned matter, bemg filed before the Hon ble
NGT, Delhi, by way of advance service upon you.

Regards

Pranav Tanwar
Senior Associate

T

<
B

advprales & soliguorg

B-303, 3rd Floor, Ansal Plaza, Hudco Place
August Kranti Marg, New Delhi - 110049, India

D:+91 11 4311 0607 | M: +91 8700925031 | B: +91 11 4311 0600
pranav.tanwar@jsalaw.com | www.isalaw.com
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CONFIDENTIALITY INFORMATION AND DISCLAIMER

This communication being sent by the offices of JSA is privileged and confidential and is directed to and for the
use of the addressee only. If this message reaches anyone other than the intended recipient, we request the
reader not to reproduce, copy, disseminate or in any manner distribute it. We further request such recipient to
notify us immediately by return email and delete the original message. JSA does not guarantee the security of any
information transmitted electronically and is notliable for the proper, timely and complete transmission thereof.
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